Children's Book and Media Review
Volume 36
Issue 2 June 2015

Article 13

2015

Witherwood Reform School

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr
BYU ScholarsArchive Citation
(2015) "Witherwood Reform School," Children's Book and Media Review: Vol. 36 : Iss. 2 , Article 13.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol36/iss2/13

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the All Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been accepted for inclusion in Children's Book
and Media Review by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more information, please contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu,
ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

et al.: Witherwood Reform School

Book Review
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Review
When Tobias and Charlotte Egger play one too many pranks on their terrible governess, their father
takes them to a place that he hopes will scare them into good behavior. He only means to leave them
there for a short time, but a car accident leaves him with amnesia and unable to come get them.
Tobias and Charlotte find themselves stuck in Witherwood Reform School, locked in their room
with more questions than they have answers. When they sneak around looking for answers, their
memories are taken from them. They get their memories back and try to escape, but they find that
escaping from this place and being reunited with the father is not going to be easy.
Although the idea of a reform school with mysterious magic is interesting, the execution of the idea
fell flat. It has a similar feeling of Snicket’s Unfortunate Events series with the siblings in trouble,
weird situations and creepiness, and false hope scenarios, but it is not as effective as Snicket’s work.
The characters were uninteresting and difficult to tell apart. The book ends with no resolution or
answering any of the questions about what Witherwood Reform School is supposed to be doing
and why it is such a weird place. Without any relief from the constant conflict or even enough of a
resolution to make the book feel complete, the charm it could have had from its quirkiness is lost.
Although the ideas were intriguing, it was a disappointing start to a series.
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